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New Big Sky record
set by EWU guard
By Ashlee Coffey

staff writer
ashlee.coffey@yahoo.com

Sophomore
guard
Tyler Harvey set a new
school and Big Sky
Conference
record,
making 20 consecutive
free throws, in the Eagles’ win over Southern
Utah University, Jan. 23.
He also set a new career high of 36 points, eight
rebounds and three assists. He made
7-of-9 field goal attempts.
“Our game plan was to put the
ball in his hands because he is making
plays,” head coach Jim Hayford said.
“The defense kept fouling him, and
[Harvey] kept making the free throws.
It is where we need to be in every part
of our program. He made a commit-

By Kailee Dunn

staff writer
dunn.kailee@gmail.com

Professor applies
to produce marijuana
By Rebekah Frank
and Jane Martin
for the easterner
EWU history professor William Youngs has applied for a city licence to produce and process marijuana in a new business located in Cheney’s Industrial and Commerce Park.
In December, Youngs applied to use land in the
city’s Industrial and Commerce Park as the site for
recreational marijuana production and processing through his operation, Cheney Hydroponics.
Youngs said the building he proposed was approved
by a hearing examiner following a recommendation
from the city, but there are still many details to work
out.
According to Youngs, he has never smoked marijuana because it was illegal before Washington voters passed the 2012 initiative.
Youngs said he plans to run Cheney Hydroponics as a family business with his son, brother and
nephew. His nephew has had experience producing
medical cannabis in Ontario, Canada, and will most
likely become the manager of the business.
“I would hopefully be spending relatively little
time on it,” Youngs said.
Youngs said he also realizes that he can provide
employment to Eastern students through his new
business if he is approved.
“As an EWU history professor, I am aware of
student employment needs, and I like to think wellpaid half-time jobs at our business would be ideal
for students,” Youngs said.
“On the ethical side — in terms of students,” said
Youngs, “my impression as a teacher is that often
what a student needs is not a full-time job that gets
in the way of education.”

marijuana - page 5
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guard Drew Brandon had five assists,
six points and five rebounds; and junior guard Parker Kelly had 12 points.
“We are grateful for wins,” Hayford said. “This season we are 6-1 on
our home court, and we are 0-9 when
on the opponent’s court. I am glad we
did what we had to do today, which is
a growth step for us.”
Freshman forward Ognjen Milijkovic, who had his first start of the season, had 13 points and seven rebounds.
“I was injured for a couple of weeks.
Even during that time, I kept working
hard and I was just really excited to
play,” Milijkovic said. Milijkovic was
battling an injured ankle.
Eastern men’s basketball will be
on the road again Jan. 27 playing
Portland State, but will return to
play a series of home games against
North Dakota State, Jan. 30 and
Northern Colorado, Feb. 1.

A ’Glee’-ful visitor speaks at Eastern

Photo by Sam Sargeant
Tyler Harvey made 20 consecutive free throws.

Lauren Potter may seem
different, but she is just
another 23-year-old with
dreams and aspirations,
which came true when she
received the call of a lifetime four years ago.
Potter, who has Down
syndrome, plays sprightly
and vivacious Becky Johnson from the TV show
“Glee.”
Eagle
Entertainment
hosted Potter to speak to
students about bullying in
Showalter Auditorium on
Jan. 22. Along with witty
one-liners and playful banter, she stole the hearts
of the crowd when she
shared her amazing journey through life this far.
The crowd exploded
when she first walked on
stage. When the applause
finally dulled down, Potter opened up by shouting
a loud and proud “Thank
you, Eastern” and “Go Eagles.” This, of course, created a second round of applause.
Junior Melissa Williams
thought the presentation
was very funny and cute.
“She is very spunky,”
said Williams.
When Potter was a
young girl, she said she
was dancing before she was
walking. She explained
that she had always wanted to be an actress and
loved to be in front of the
camera.
“I have been so blessed
to live my dream,” Potter

Eagle Life: Auction

News: Transit

ment to developing that area of his
game. He went from a really poor free
throw percentage last year to setting
the Big Sky and school record tonight. I
couldn’t be more pleased.”
The school and conference record
was held previously by Jason Lewis of
Eastern Washington University, when
he went 16-of-16 against Weber State
on Jan. 27, 2001. The previous school
record of 17 consecutive free throw
shots was held by Matt Piper, which
was set back in 1982.
“I felt like everything was in
rhythm for me today. I didn’t know
the record or anything. It is something that I can tell my family when
I am old, but I am just glad that we
got the win,” Harvey said.
Harvey was not the only player who
showed up big for the Eagles. Sophomore forward Venky Jois added 19
points and nine rebounds; junior point

said. “There were those
who told me I couldn’t do
it, but I listened to the ones
who said I could.”
She spoke about her
high school years where
she made light about dealing with bullies preluding
with, “This is a really sad
part. I hope you brought
your tissues.”
“They made me eat
sand and called me the Rword,” said Potter. “Bullies hurt and kill dreams.
Now, I have the opportunity to speak out. ‘Glee’
gave me a voice.”
There was a pause in the
speech when Potter asked
the audience a question.
“How about it, Eastern
Washington, will you help
me end the R-word?”
For the third time, the
audience whooped and
hollered.
Potter now uses her
voice as an ambassador for
Best Buddies, a program
devised to create lifetime
relationships, employment
opportunities and leadership development for
those with developmental
and intellectual disabilities. Her favorite part so
far is being able to work
with President Obama.
Tanner Wirth, who Potter later referred to as “cute
boy” during the Q-and-A,
said the entire presentation was very inspiring.
“She made me laugh,
and I think I turned a little
red,” said Wirth.
Kyle and Alaina Stevenson, who have a four-yearold son diagnosed with
Down syndrome, thor-

Photo by Karissa Berg
Lauren Potter gave a speech about bullying on Jan. 22.

oughly enjoyed the presentation.
Potter mentioned that
she is now living in her
own apartment and is even
dating. According to Alaina Stevenson, Potter answered a few of her fears
in regards to her son.
“She was very funny
and impressive,” Alaina
Stevenson said. “Lauren
[Potter] makes me dream
big for [my son] and answered a few of my biggest
fears.”
When Potter was asked
about her dating life during the Q-and-A session,
she smiled at the crowd

and said, “He’s a cutie.
He’s keeper.”
Just like that, Potter continuously left the
crowd laughing and wanting more, even when asked
how she stays so positive.
“I am energetic and I
like coffee and I like junk
food,” Potter said.
All jokes aside, Potter
believes that the bottomline when it comes to bullying is that enough is
enough.
“Different is different.
Different is not bad,” Potter said. “I will never stop
reaching for the stars and
neither should you.”
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STA looks
to expand
their student
program

I-90 landmark
faces some
challenges

Chris links his
view to the
new Zelda
game

Bowling club
seeks a league
on campus

CHENEY

Upcoming
Events:

The EWU Libraries will
sponsor a kick-off celebration for Black History
Month on Feb. 4 from 3-5
p.m. in the lobby of the JFK
Library. This event will include refreshments, poetry,
music, videos and photos.

The Women’s Studies
Center will be showing the
film, “I was a Teenage Feminist: a Documentary about
Redefining the F-word” on
Feb. 4 at noon in Monroe
Hall 207.

Feb. 7 is the sixth annual
Work it! career conference.
It will be held from 9 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. in the PUB MPR.
The cost is $5 per student
and includes lunch. Students
can sign up at http://ewu.
edu/workit.

The history club is
sponsoring a Syrian Crisis
discussion with Professor Rob Sauders on Feb. 4
from noon to 1:30 p.m. in
Patterson 126.

visit easterneronline.com
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Patterson Hall completion
expected by end of April

By Aaron Bocook

staff writer
aaron.bocook13@gmail.com

Tiny snowflakes fall past
the face of construction worker
David Smith as he toils over a
stack of bricks. Dressed in coveralls to fight the cold, Smith
kneels on a bare patch of sand
as he meticulously lays the
hearth-work that will soon be
the walkway in front of the
newly finished Patterson Hall.
“We have been on the
job two months,” said
Smith. “Our goal is to finish by the end of the week.”
Due to low temperatures,
the bricks have been freezing
together, and the sand beneath
them clumps up. Despite these
conditions, Smith says it is
pretty cool to be a part of the
final phase of construction of
Patterson Hall, which began
almost four years ago.
Smith and his co-workers
say they have gotten a lot of

good comments from most of
the students and staff about
their progress, and it is
really nice to have that
kind of support.
Although the hall is open
again, it seems far from being
finished. Aside from the landscaping, students who have
classes in the building have
noted other unfinished features like the back stairway,
where wafer wood temporarily takes the place of glass.
From half-done trim work,
to a mysterious hand dryer on
the third floor that runs continuously, to a drinking fountain that seems to have been
shoved last minute into a
hole in the wall, the building seems plagued with
unfinished details.
Professors were temporarily without phones and are just
now getting computers and
printers in their offices, while
power surges have shorted out
the projectors in some class-

rooms. Perhaps most mysterious is the new and unused
forensics lab, which until recently, the faculty seemed to
know little about.
“This is the close out of
phase II,” said Senior Project
Manager Jim Moeller. “It takes
a long time for the dust to settle. We have what is called
substantial completion and
final completion. Substantial completion is when we
have achieved beneficial
finish line occupancy, so
we have achieved that.”
The project is actually
right on schedule, and final
completion is just around
the corner. “It’s 99 percent
done,” said Moeller. “To the
average person, you would see
the stairwells aren’t done.
You would never see that
the air system hasn’t been
properly balanced.”
Moeller says one of the
main priorities is working out
the bugs with the heating, ven-

tilation and air conditioning
system, or HVAC, which was
one of the main complaints in
Patterson prior to renovation.
As of Jan. 2, the building
is being occupied on a 30
day temporary certificate
of
occupancy,
which
means the building may
be occupied while the
final touches are put on
the building, including
landscaping.
Students and professors
have no need to worry. If
the 30 days are up before
completion, the permit can
be renewed. “We need to
wait for warm weather to
plant the last tree, and put
the rest of the grass in. They
won’t shut the building
down,” said Moeller. “The
landscaping isn’t an issue
of life safety.”
Moeller is expecting
to have the project 100
percent complete by the
end of April.

STA supports students’ commute
10TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE EAGLE PASS

STATS

When EWU student Kahlani Badeaux’s car was stolen
last fall, she felt the bus was
there for her when she needed
it most.
“Honestly, at first I was
scared to use the bus,” said
Badeaux. “I’d never ridden one
before. I didn’t know how it
worked. I wasn’t sure where
to wait for the bus, when I was
supposed to get there or
how I was supposed to get
off. And when was I supposed to pull the cord?”
Little did she know, her
first ride coincided with
the 10th anniversary of the
Eagle Pass, which allows
enrolled Eastern students
to ride all Spokane Transit
Authority buses for free.
The Eagle Pass program,
launched in 2003, is funded
by Eastern Washington
University and the student
body through a mandatory
fee of $12 per student each
quarter.
The fee is a real bargain
for riders. A student pass
purchased through the STA is
$37 monthly.
Since 2006, the amount of
students riding to Cheney has
nearly doubled. This means
more parking on campus, and
a massive reduction of single
occupancy vehicles on the
road. It also gives students a
chance to save a lot of money
on gas, as well as wear and tear
on vehicles.
The STA reported nearly 1
million bus rides were taken
last year by students, faculty
and staff of EWU.
Starting winter quarter,
students of the Community
Colleges of Spokane had their
first opportunity to ride the
bus for free. Spokane Transit
Authority Director of Planning,
Karl Otterstrom, says the new

cover it up
exercise daily

rest up

SINCE 2006, THE AMOUNT OF
STUDENTS RIDING TO CHENEY HAS
NEARLY DOUBLED.
1 MILLION BUS RIDES WERE TAKEN
LAST YEAR BY STUDENTS, FACULTY
AND STAFF OF EWU.
Graphic by Kyle Pearson

free quarterly bus pass system
at the community colleges is
similar to what EWU has.
“The Community Colleges of Spokane weren’t a
part of this in the past,” said
Otterstrom. “But we obtained
a grant to do this program for
the next year-and-a-half to two
years, depending on how far
the money goes.”
“It’s called the Universal
Transit Access Program,” said
Beth Bousley, STA Director of
Communications and Customer Service. Though it was set
up as a pilot program at SFCC,
the STA hopes to make it a long
term program like EWU.
The new passes are funded
over 80 percent by the grant,
with some of the funds coming
from the community colleges
and the STA. Otterstrom says
the grant is paid out on actual
usage, based on how many
trips students take.
The new program came a
little late for some. “The bus

was my only transportation
for almost two years,” said
Enrique
Martinez,
who
transferred to Eastern from
Spokane Falls Community
College this winter. Martinez
said he would have loved to
have a free bus pass when he
attended SFCC.
“I think that it’s a great
idea,” said Martinez when he
learned of the new program.
Martinez now has a car and
lives on the EWU campus
but says he still appreciates
the bus.
Current SFCC student
Kevin Simpson says, after
getting past the confusion of
the routes and schedules, he
did not mind taking the bus,
especially for free. “It is nice
that paying so much into the
Falls doesn't mean paying
even more for bus fare,” said
Simpson. He added that later
and more frequent routes
further
from
downtown
would be a plus.

“We are always working on
our services to make it easier
and better,” Bousley said.
The new pilot program
at the Community Colleges
of Spokane is the newest
experiment in streamlining
services.
In 2012, the Eagle Pass was
extended to include summer
quarter. Just last week, new
trips were added to the express
bus between Cheney and the
Valley Transit Center. In
fall quarter of 2013, Washington State University’s
Spokane campus launched
the Cougar Card, patterned
after the Eagle Card.
Badeaux said her fear
of the bus passed after her
first ride. “It was super easy
and convenient,” she said.
“I can study on the bus and
don’t have to pay for gas.”
Her car was found about
a month ago, but she says
she continues to choose the
bus over driving.

$2

DOUBLE CHEESEBURGER

exp. Jan. 31. Limit two per coupon per person per visit.
Valid only at our 3 locations: Cheney, Airway Heights and Spokane Valley (11222 E Sprague Ave.)

exp. Jan. 31. Limit one per coupon per person per visit.

eat right

wash up

flu shot

avoid sharing

Graphic by Vania Tauvela

Swine flu
plagues
Spokane
By Rebekah Frank

staff writer
reininchic10@gmail.com

By Aaron Bocook

staff writer
aaron.bocook13@gmail.com

SEVENWAYSTO
FIGHTTHEFLU:

There have been
recent
increases
in
H1N1,
also
known
as swine flu, and as
this strain of the flu is
more contagious than the
common cold, students
may be more susceptible to
it during the beginning of
winter quarter.
According to the Spokane Regional Health District, during the months of
December and January
the number of patients
hospitalized for the flu
increased by about 6070 people in Spokane
County. Also, the people who are most affected by the flu are between the ages of 50-64,
followed by those between
the ages of 18-49.
One
precautionary
step students can take to
avoid getting the flu, according to Laurie Hays,
EWU Health, Wellness
and Prevention Program
Coordinator, is to get a
flu shot soon. “It takes
about two weeks for the
immune system to build
up,” said Hays.
The Cheney Student
Health still has shots
available for students,
as well as the Rockwood
Clinic, and the flu shots
are free to full-time
Eastern students.
Some other tips to
avoid getting sick, according to Hays, are
washing your hands frequently, covering your
mouth and nose when
you sneeze or cough,
not letting others use
your towels or cup, trying to eat well balanced
meals with lots of fruits
and vegetables, aiming

for 30 minutes of exercise 3-5 days a week and
trying to get eight hours
of sleep each night.
EWU Student Support and Advocacy Manager, Michelle Helmerick,
knows it is hard to stay
healthy during this time
of the year. She is working with students and
their professors to keep
students at home when
they are sick.
According to Helmerick, if a student has been
advised by a healthcare
provider to self-isolate,
they can call the Dean of
Students Office to seek
help. The staff members
there will contact the
student’s professors and
give them an absence
notice and connect students with additional
resources on campus to
make sure their health
needs are being met.
While this does not
excuse the student from
class, it does assure the
professors that the student is actually sick,
which may encourage
the professor to work
with the student.
For those students
who have roommates
who are sick, there is a
“feel better friend meal”
program supported by
the EWU Dining Services on campus. All a
student has to do is go
to the dining hall, show
the cashier their student
ID and their friend’s student ID and ask for the “feel
better friend meal.”
If a student should
get sick, Hays would
like to encourage them
to self-isolate, rest and
hydrate to avoid infecting others.
“All it takes is one
bug,” said Hays.
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Community marches on Main Street
Residents gather to commemorate Martin Luther King Jr. Day
By Kailee Dunn

staff writer
dunn.kailee@gmail.com

Fifty years after Martin Luther King Jr. gave his “I Have a
Dream” speech, students gathered in downtown Spokane to
celebrate him and answer the
question, “What are you doing
for others?”
On Jan. 20, about 100 Eastern students joined thousands
of community and civic group
members and took part in the
annual Martin Luther King Jr.
Day march.
Afterward, several attendees completed volunteer hours
at non-profit organizations,
such as House of Charity and
The Salvation Army.
Clubs and organizations
represented EWU at both
the walk and during service
hours, like BSU, the Office of
Community Engagement and
a group of international exchange students.
For the international students, the event was very enlightening and gave them a
look into how far America has
come in recent decades.
“This is a really good
experience, not only because
of the history, but because of
the diversity,” said Noriko
Sunada.

“I think [the march] is pretty cool because it gives us a real
view of how people should
treat minorities,” said Lucy
Wu, an international student at
EWU. “They are supposed to
be equal to everyone.”
Before
beginning
the
march, attendees listened to
five speakers and a performance at Spokane Convention
Center, all pertaining to Martin
Luther King Jr. The speakers
included Mayor Dave Condon
and keynote speaker Rev.
Carolyn Gordon.
BSU President Satori
Butler said, “[Gordon] was
by far my favorite.”
Gordon’s speech, which
was themed around “Walk it
off,” made walkers question
why they were at the march.
Senior Megan Schlenker,
an Office of Community
Engagement intern, thought
the theme was really inspiring
and personal.
“[Gordon] told us if you
aren’t happy with your job and
you’re just in it for a paycheck,
walk it off,” said Schlenker.
“If you feel like you’re not tall
enough, short enough, thin
enough, pretty enough, then
just walk if off.”
“I more or less came
because of work and, after
Gordon’s speech, I was like

‘No, I need to be here,’”
said Schlenker
Once the speakers had finished, the conference room
slowly emptied and walkers
began their five-block march
from the INB Performing
Arts Center to the front of
River Park Square.
Civic groups and organizations marched with
banners while families
walked with signs that read
encouraging messages, such
as “Never lose hope.” Eastern students carried a large
red banner during the
march.
“It was spectacular. It
was like Bloomsday without the running,” said international exchange student Jay Chili.
Bystanders from onlooking businesses and
apartments on Main Street
stopped to watch and wave
as the marchers strolled by.
When they all arrived in
front of River Park Square,
they were greeted by the
Ferris High School marching
band and free hot chocolate.
“I love that Spokane
does this, even in a mostly
white community,” Butler
said. “That’s why I came.
I felt like all different races
came together.”

Photo by Kailee Dunn
Local families created signs with encouraging messages for the march.

Photo by Kailee Dunn
Eastern students, civil groups and organizations marched five blocks to spread the message of equality.

Chiraq: The dark side of Chicago

Alumnus speaks at candlelit vigil
By Ayanna Fernandez

Jr., spoke to the crowd
during the candlelight
ceremony. Williams is
also an Eastern football
A six-year-old girl’s alumnus and was a part
precious life was stolen of the Black Student
from her one afternoon Union during his years
in the city of Chicago.
spent at EWU. Williams
March 18, 2012, Ali- shared his own personal
yah Shell sat between her experience, both good and
mother’s legs on the front bad, growing up in Chicago.
porch as her mother un“My best memory is
tangled her hair one last my childhood. It was like
time. According to the ‘The Sandlot’ or ‘The Little
Chicago Tribune News, Rascals,’” said Williams.
shots were fired from a “My generation was one
pickup truck, and Aliyah of the last generations who
was shot multiple times could play outside.”
and died.
Williams shared the
Unfortunately, tragic privileges he had, such
tales like this are not un- as attending a Cathocommon in this city.
lic school instead of a
As
mentioned
on public school, because
“Neighborthe
school
hood Scout:
system was
Top 25 Most
very
poor
Dangerous
academical“My generation
Neighborly. Williams
was one of the last
hoods
in
referred
to
generations who
A m e rica,”
himself
as
could play outside.” “blessed” beChicago was
ranked a total
cause he had
Tommy Williams Jr.
of four times
both parents
on this list
growing up,
before makand that was
ing its final
not the most
appearance as
common trait
number four. The “Windy among his peers.
City,” is also known for its
Williams introduced a
high numbers of murders new term, “Chiraq,” a term
and violence.
that refers to Chicago.
The EWU Black Student Chicago was given the nickUnion held a candlelight name “Chiraq” due to more
ceremony, Jan. 17, 2014, on murders and violence in the
campus to bring awareness city than the war in Iraq.
to black-on-black crimes
“The term ‘Chiraq’ is
committed in Chicago daily. hard for me to swallow,”
In honor of victims who said Williams. “Chicago can
have fallen and the peo- be a friendly place, but you
ple who have been affected still have dysfunction in
by violence in the streets your face. As soon as you
of Chicago, the union lit go down a nice clean block,
candles and had a mo- everybody is friendly, you
ment of silence followed can turn the corner and
by another moment of there is violence. So Chicago
silence before releasing is like Chiraq.”
over 100 white balloons.
One of the scariest
Chi-Town native and encounters Williams witCEO of Operation Healthy nessed was being stabbed.
Family, Tommy Williams
“I was stabbed the day
contributing writer
easterner.eaglelife@gmail.com

after Christmas in 1989 at
a party. Within 10 minutes of me being there,
a fight broke out. My
friend was getting beat up,
so I grabbed the guy who
was beating him up, and
he pulled out a knife and
stabbed my friend multiple times in his side and
me once in my left thigh,
very close to a major artery. I almost died, and
that was my senior year
of high school.”
Benjamin
Wilson,
a 17-year-old student
ranked the nation’s No.
1 high school basketball
player was shot twice
a few blocks from his
school, Simeon High
School, as claimed by
Chicago Tribune Sports.
Wilson was operated
on but died the next
morning at 6 a.m. He
passed away 13 hours
before the beginning of the
basketball season of his
senior year.
With so many violent
crimes taking place in Chicago, many Americans are
asking, “Why?”
According to Williams,
money is a huge factor.
There is no money in the
poor streets of Chicago.
The police force does
not want to be involved
for little or no pay. Plus,
there are crooked cops.
In order for Chicago
to get better, awareness
needs to be raised and
police need to be on the
streets as well as be faithful to their titles.
“There are issues
outside of the campus,
Spokane and Washington
state,” said Dr. LaToya
Brackett,
the
Black
Student Union’s adviser.
“It is important for our
students to give back, and
that is exactly what the
union is doing by bringing
awareness to Chicago, Ill.”

COMPETE for the
Jobs YOU WANT!
MA in Management with an emphasis
in Social and Sustainable Management
Seattle Pacific University offers an innovative,
11-month graduate business degree for any major.
· Develop a Christian understanding
of ethical & sustainable practices
· Hands-on learning of relevant,
real-world knowledge & skills
· Study abroad in India and China
· Internships & networking with
some of Seattle’s top businesses
· Professional development & job placement
For admissions requirements, visit spu.edu/massm.
Apply by April 5th, 2014.
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By Wilson Criscione

staff writer
wilsoncriscione@gmail.com

In what used to be the main
office, Mike Ferguson is surrounded by various items cluttering a darkened room, reminiscing about the days when
his business flourished.
Now, any resemblance the
room had to an office is hidden.
“There’s really no business
to conduct,” Ferguson said.
Ferguson runs I-90 Auctions, which is visible to anyone driving from Spokane to
Cheney, just before the Four
Lakes/Cheney exit.
For many students making
the drive to school, the castiron eagles on the side of
the highway are a friendly
reminder they are approaching
the outskirts of Eagle life.
Those curious enough to alter
their route and venture into
the inanimate zoo of marble
animals and towering metal
palm trees are sure to find
something worth the stop.
One Eastern student who
has been to the property,
Mikayla Steberl, describes
the scene as “a garage sale on
steroids.”
But the number of people
exploring this domain has
been trending downward.
Most of the family-owned
business’s cashflow now
comes from a monthly estate
auction on the first Saturday of
every month, as well as smaller
auctions every Wednesday
which sell mostly leftovers
from the larger auctions. They
also do house cleanouts and
estate sales around the area.
“We’re just doing anything
we can for money,” Ferguson
said.
Business has changed over
the past decade. When the
property was bought in 2004,
he envisioned it as a warehouse
for his retail store, Ruby Street
Antiques, in Spokane. But back
then, when budgets were not
so tight, people were looking
for decorative improvements
to their home or garden, like
those sold at I-90 Auctions,
more often, and the property
became a place for retail sales
called Way Out West.
By 2007, business was
booming. According to Ferguson, they sold 36 semi-trucks
full of merchandise in one year.
“We were making a fortune
then,” Ferguson said.
When the recession hit,
homeowners and businesses
could no longer afford arbors

for their backyard or animal
statues like those guarding the
interstate.
Now, Way Out West sells
one semi-truck of merchandise
in a year, and Ruby Street Antiques was forced to close in
2009.
“It wiped us out by more
than 90 percent,” Ferguson
said.
According to Ferguson, his
business is directly tied to the
housing market.
An article in the Spokane
Journal of Business said foreclosures hit a record high in
2013, even though other indications show more recent improvements in the market. But
for a business selling antiques
and garden decor for homes,
high foreclosures mean bad
business.
The items at I-90 Auctions
are not handmade by Ferguson. His talent is finding items
to import or to manufacture,
even if he is reluctant to call it
a talent.
“I just see something, I like
it and I build on that idea,” Ferguson said. “It’s more of a fear
of not doing something than a
talent.”
He travels all around the
world to places like China,
Thailand and Mexico to import
larger pieces, such as massive
iron horses.
Mike’s brother, Mark Ferguson, handles most of the
retail sales on the site as a volunteer, and he helps to maintain upkeep. Both Mike and
Mark Ferguson live in separate
houses where they work by the
freeway, and Mark Ferguson
has been by his brother’s side
during this journey.
“His ideas always blow
people out of the water,” Mark
Ferguson said.
Eastern students may recognize the mock spaceship
grounded on a bump in the
field just outside of I-90 Auctions. A similar spaceship used
to be on the EWU campus in
front of the library a few years
ago.
The idea for this spaceship
design came to Mike Ferguson
while he was at a trade fair. He
saw something that looked like
a time machine and decided he
wanted to make it look like an
enclosed spaceship with a classic 1950s feel to it. From there,
he took it to a manufacturing
plant in China where it was
produced.
He has sold about 30 of
them to all sorts of people,
from sci-fi enthusiasts to busi-

Small businesses, like I-90 Auctions, struggle with high-production costs during a down-trending economy.

This rooster is one of many available statues.

nesses with “Out Of This
World” slogans.
However, production costs
have gone so high people who
pre-order spaceships are not
able to receive their order.
According to Mike Ferguson, the spaceships used to be
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sold with a profit for $3,500.
But now, with wages climbing,
it now costs the same amount
of money just to build one. He
would have to increase the
retail price to $5,000 to make
any reasonable profit, which is
steep for struggling homeown-

Photo by Sam Sargent

Photo by Sam Sargent
The statues found at I-90 Auctions are many and vary in style.

ers or small businesses.
“Until something changes,
until the economy gets better
on our level, I can’t even get
them a spaceship,” Mike Ferguson said.
He is most proud of the
conservatories, artful green-

houses the size of a small room
usually attached to a house.
The site currently has four
of these exquisite English
structures.
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Spokane International Film Festival
opens shutter to other cultures
By Caitlyn Armstrong
staff writer
caitlyn002@gmail.com

The Spokane community
has an opportunity to explore
the diverse cultures around
the world without setting
foot on a plane.
The Spokane International
Film Festival, SpIFF, is hosted
annually in downtown Spokane theaters, such as AMC
River Park Square and the
Magic Lantern Theatre. The
festival offers a variety of 2013
films from the United States,
Cambodia, Mexico, Uruguay,
Finland, France and many
other countries that viewers
would not be able to see in a
regular cinema.
The festival, which started
Jan. 23 and has showings every
night until Feb. 1, features 20
full-length films and 34 short
films. Students can get into any
film for $5.
Pete Porter, EWU professor of filmic arts history and
theory, has been working with
the festival since 2006. Porter
started as a programmer for
the festival and now is the director of SpIFF for his fourth
year in a row. All participants
of the festival are volunteers.
“Unless we are pretty

exceptional, we are not able to
visit all of these places, so films
are one of the ways we can
get a window to the world, to
different cultures, to different
ways of life, to different people.
Sometimes these films validate
how we are the same as other
cultures, and sometimes they
highlight how we’re different,”
said Porter.
The films are chosen by
professors and volunteers specializing in a certain language
or culture, and the movies
picked most accurately depict
the way of life and daily usage
of the language.
According to Barbara Loste,
senior lecturer of the Eastern
Spanish program and Spanish
teacher, she helped screen and
decide which Spanish films
to show. They choose films
that would be interesting to
both students and general
audience members.
“We choose films with a
great deal of human interest
and aesthetic beauty,” said
Loste. “We want things to
be beautiful and also very
interesting for the public
viewing them.”
Loste worked with Eastern
professors Dr. Natalia RuizRubio and lecture Marge Andrews, from the Spanish de-

partment to pick Spanish
films. German-teaching professors Sally Winkle and Jody
Stewart Strobelt helped choose
German films.
According to Loste, SpIFF
is a great way for the community to appreciate how languages are used, who speaks
the languages and how a language sounds on a daily basis.
One of the American
films
being
screened,
“Transolar Galactica” is
a sci-fi comedy which
was produced by EWU
alumnus
Adam
Boyd.
Boyd, a professor of film
production, screenwriting
and film analysis at EWU,
is a programmer for the
festival this year as well as
a member of the board of
directors.
Some of the films shown
will be introduced by the
filmmaker, and Filmmaker
Forums allow the public
to have the opportunity to
speak with them and ask questions about the film, as well as
the filmmaking process.
“Films are really stories
and stories are really about
people, and that is one of
the things that the world is
all about ... the people that
are here,” Porter said.
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Faculty leaders look to improve retention

Committee seeks to reform general education requirements for students
By Wilson Criscione

staff writer
wilsoncriscione@gmail.com

With the decision finally
made to stick with quarters rather than switching
to semesters, EWU faculty
leaders can now put their
energy into reforming the
general education system
in the hopes of improving
student retention.
According to U.S. News,
Eastern’s first-year retention
rate was 74 percent in 2012,
the four-year graduation rate
was 20 percent and the sixyear graduation rate was 46
percent. While these numbers differ compared to other
schools around the country,
improvement is possible.
For comparison, Western Washington University’s
first-year retention rate for
the same year was 85 perFIRST-YEAR RETENTION RATE
cent, the four-year graduation rate was 35 percent and
the six-year graduation rate
was 67 percent.
In an attempt to improve
student retention, Samuel
Ligon, a creative writing
professor, formed the Student Success and Retention
Committee, or SSRC, in fall
of 2012 while president of
the faculty organization.
The committee, now cochaired by Chuck Lopez
and Julia Smith, the latter like sustainability through
taking over as president of the lens of natural science, social science and
the faculty orgahumanities, with
nization, formed
instructors from
two
different
the different desubcommittees
“It’s going to be
partments
all
aimed towards
meaningful to
communicating
achieving this
their major, but
with one another
goal. These are
also relevant to
on the subject.
called First Year
their schooling
According to
Experience and
experience.”
a report made
General Educato the board of
tion Review and
Melinda Breen trustees in NoReform.
The
vember 2013 by
SSRC also has a
Julia
Smith,
third area of fo“programs like
cus on academthis have been
ic advising.
“We think that students shown to increase student
who are part of a commu- retention at other universinity are much more likely ties, especially in that critical
first-year to second-year
to succeed,” Ligon said.
The university is plan- dropoff.”
The idea behind the
ning a trial of the First Year
Experience program in fall program is that students,
of 2014. The pilot project especially first-generation
would take 25 incoming students, will be more instudents and base three tegrated into the college
different courses on a com- culture in the first year by
mon theme coordinated sharing classes with other
with instructors from three students interested in the
different areas: humanities, same subjects.
If the pilot project is
social sciences and natural
sciences. For instance, stu- well-received, the faculty is
dents could study a topic shooting for fall of 2016 to

STUDENT RETENTION RATES

20%
FOUR-YEAR GRADUATION RATE

74%

SIX-YEAR GRADUATION RATE

46%
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implement the program for vidual departments, meeting
with ASEWU and conducting
all students.
“It’s going to be meaning- surveys.
From their research,
ful to their major, but also
relevant to their schooling Decker said the committee
experience,” said Melinda came up with a statement
Breen, co-chair of the Gen- detailing what a general
eral Education Review and education student needs to be
able to know and do in the 21st
Reform committee.
According to Breen, the century. They found that oral
communication,
First Year Excritical thinking
perience proand information
gram is someliteracy
are
thing students
key.
should be ex“A lot of what makes
These skills
cited about.
the decision of
would be im“The peowhether somebody
proved
upon
ple launching
stays or not is a social
not by adding
the pilot [projand emotional issue.”
a class, but by
ect] are dyemphasizing the
namic, engaged,
skills in the gensmart people,”
Kevin Decker
eral education
Breen said. “Stuclasses.
dents are going
Accordto want to be a
ing to Decker,
part of it.”
there are addiKevin Decktional reasons
er is the other
co-chair of the committee, com- for a lower retention rate
monly referred to as GERR. at Eastern, which include
Decker and Breen spent high tuition costs, financial
much of last year looking aid becoming more restricfor ways to improve gener- tive and the fact that Eastal education at Eastern, in- ern gets many first-generacluding meeting with indi- tion college students.

“A lot of what makes the
decision of whether somebody stays or not is a social
and emotional issue, and it
doesn’t have so much to do
with whether we, academics, do ‘x’ or ‘y,’” Decker
said.
But Decker, says there
are still things they can do
to improve retention. Simply focusing on being a wellrounded individual, like
the liberal arts currently
does, is not enough.
“We need well-rounded
individuals who are also
competent to get jobs and
move up,” Decker said.
There are other changes
the committee is looking at
as well.
“We’re looking at everything,” Breen said. “Everything is on the table.”
One possible measure
is integrating an earlywarning system designed
to identify students having
trouble early on, so they
can have a better chance to
succeed.
Some people have proposed requiring students
to live on campus their first

year, but this is a controversial topic, according to
Decker. While statistics point
to a greater increase in success
for students living on campus,
it would be a hard sell.
Both Breen and Decker
cite the importance of academic advising, which is another subcommittee of the
SSRC, on student retention
as well.
“Developing clear pathways for students will definitely aid retention,” Breen
said.
All of this is an effort
not only to increase retention, but also to increase
success for students out of
college as well.
“The job market is so
sucky that, in my book,
we have to make whatever
changes we can to make students be able to better navigate that,” Decker said.
He wants to reform the
system so that students can
graduate and find jobs, as
well as become leaders in the
community.
“We’ve got enough followers,” he said. “We don’t
need any more followers.”
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Continued from page 4
Conservatories, like the
ones he has, take 45 days
for a full factory to make
and cost thousands of dollars to build. The intricate
metal forms were inspired
by something very small: A
photograph on a postcard.
“You could drive from
one end of the country to
other and never see another
one,” Mike Ferguson said.
He sold two of these in
one month in 2007 and was
expecting to sell 20-30 a year.
He has not sold one since.
And the situation has
the potential to get worse. According to an article in The
Economist, Joerg Wuttke, an
industrialist with the European
Union Chamber of Commerce
in China, forecasts the cost of
manufacturing in China possibly soaring to triple what it
is now by the year 2020.
Because of the production costs, Mike Ferguson
said the little guys like
him are the ones hurting.
Small businesses can not
afford to buy small quantities anymore, and, if they
buy larger quantities, they
would not be able to sell
that much product.
“We went from being a
store to being a museum,”
Mike Ferguson said.
Mark Ferguson agrees
that the glory years may be

Photo by Sam Sargeant
The statues found at I-90 Auctions are all ideas Mike Ferguson had.

behind them. He considers
many of the pieces, the
antiques, the 6,000-pound
lions, to be luxuries.
“If you had cookie jar
money, this is what you
would spend it on,” Mark
Ferguson said.
But he is still appreciative of what he and his
brother have done.
“Many of the customers have become friends,”
Mark Ferguson said. “I
don’t regret any of it.”
In 2011, Mike Ferguson
was forced to go back to work
as a registered nurse. He
worked for a couple years doing psychiatric evaluations, but
quit again last August, partly
because he could not manage
his nursing job, the auction
house and his two kids with

the attention he thought they
deserved.
But he is also a business-minded person, and
working for a salary was
too restrictive.
While he is realistic
about his future prospects
in this economy, he would
rather work seven days a
week as a junk seller and
an importer from his own
backyard, among antique
statuary and rare structures
from all over the world, if
only for the small amount
of hope that the business
he built might return to its
old form.
“I’ve made a lot of money in the past, and I know
that there’s the potential
for that happening again,”
he said.
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Letters to the editor
Eastern should set an example for recycling
Dear Editor,
As our campus and the City of Cheney continue to expand and modernize, a common problem is the lack of recycling throughout the city compared to other regions of the
state. Since the majority of the population in Cheney is students, they result in a higher volume of waste and recycling.
Although a trip to the recycling center proves that EWU and
other local schools do participate in recycling, there needs to
be a way to more effectively keep plastic, glass and paper out
of garbage cans and can be discarded properly.
It is Eastern’s job to set an example for the student population and residents in Cheney for helping out with the community. The high ratio between garbage cans to recycling
cans on campus shows the lack of seriousness to the recycling
problem. A quick survey showed that students only recycled
on campus if they were in close proximity to a recycling can,
and, if they were not, they would throw it in the garbage. Recycling aluminum cans saves 95 percent of the energy used to
make aluminum cans from new material. If we could eliminate the amount of recyclables from garbage cans, we could
be saving a lot of energy.
A good solution that could aid in retrieving more recyclables is to distribute more blue bins around campus and
giving students more opportunities to recycle. The amount
of energy that would be saved would be very sufficient compared to how much we recycle on campus already. A consequence that could come from this would be more recyclables
to take to the recycling center but could easily be fixed by
providing volunteer hours for kids in service-learning classes. This would help the students for classes, resumes and also
provide a more clean campus while reducing the amount of
resources we are using up.
Sincerely,
Destiny Brito
Shelby Hubsky
Cody Hecker
Zack Coop

Don’t let your money eat you
Dear Editor,
For a student living on campus, it is a requirement to purchase from a variety of different meal plans ranging in price
from small to large: Platinum - $1,703, Gold - $1,376, Silver $929 per quarter. A major issue with these meal plans is that
if you don’t spend all the money at the end of each quarter,
students will lose money because it is nonrefundable. Often
students will try to spend the remainder of the money on
their plan knowing that it’s a financial loss. This results in
unnecessary purchases.
Strict policies in Eastern Washington University’s dining
services are the result for these types of unnecessary spending
and loss in finances. There needs to be change in these types of
rules regarding student on campus meal plans. Again, without change to the present system, students will continue to
lose nonrefundable funds or make sporadic purchases.
Simple solutions to this problem are creating a rollover
system in which students will not lose much-needed funds
over something as simple as meal counts. Students could also
use the money that is being lost towards another EWU service such as Flex, so that the university wouldn’t be losing
money. The best correction to the system is for Eastern to
give students the option at the end of each quarter to choose
how they would like to use their roll-over money. If these
changes are made, a more productive use of students’ financial aid will be most beneficial. In the end, the students are
happy even if the dining service suffers from a loss of expanded profit.
Sincerely,
Colin B. MacDonald
Jennifer C. Soule
Vincent R. Hamilton
William Y. Song
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OPINION
Zelda: A review
between worlds

By Chris Mudd

staff writer
chrismudd@eagles.ewu.edu

Nintendo beckons one of the most
memorable properties to the 3-D handheld market in style
with “Zelda: A Link
Between Worlds.”
Returning to the
top-down perspecMudd
tive of past Zelda
games ran the risk
of being almost too familiar. Nintendo
completely blew my expectations away.
The Hyrule of “Link to the Past” is recreated to near perfection, but with obvious
graphical improvements and puzzles
cleverly strewn in nearly every area.
It is both a nostalgic trip to my
younger gaming days and a look into
just how far Nintendo has come.
Gone are the days where the dungeons are approached in a specific order. An item rental system, available
from early on in the game, leaves the
world wide open for you to explore in
any order you want.
“A Link Between Worlds” treats
players like intelligent human beings,
not holding the hand of the player
through each dungeon — a problem
some recent Zelda games have suffered from. The level design itself
guides you in subtle ways. It turns
the occasional hum-drum of dungeon
crawling into a cerebral experience.
The music of the game sports
reinvigorated classics from “Link to
the Past” and even a few tunes from
“Ocarina of Time.” All the sounds
seem to click, making every sword
swing and every throw of the boomerang feel amazing. Which is important,
because there are a lot of things to do

Illustration by Elsa Schmitz
Nintendo’s “A Link Between Worlds“ lets gamers return to Hyrule.

in Hyrule this time around.
While this is the same Hyrule as
“Link to the Past” — with major landmarks perfectly replicated from the Super Nintendo in glorious, hand-held 3-D
— it seems to be a different Link altogether. The citizens don't regard you as
the hero who saved them, but rather the
over-sleeping apprentice of a blacksmith.
While bringing a sword to a guard
of Hyrule castle, Link is thrust into a
conflict that tears apart not only his
world, but also the alternate world
of Lorule. The introduction of Lorule

brings in a host of new challenges and
characters including the dark world’s
own princess, Hilda.
The story of “A Link Between
Worlds” suffers from some minor pitfalls of the franchise, as most major plot
points can be predicted pretty early on.
However its predictability is somewhat
made up for by its particularly awesome ending.
“Zelda: A Link Between Worlds”
bridges the gap between old and new
with an artistic perfection and is absolutely a must have for any Zelda fans.

Spring breaking
the stereotype
By Nicole Ruse

copy editor
nicoleruse@eagles.ewu.edu

When students
on college campuses
hear about spring
break, they tend to
hear a slew of expectations: visiting
sun-filled beaches,
laying in the warm
sand, wearing the tiRuse
niest bikini a female
college freshman can
find and college frat boys ogling them.
Are spring breaks all they are
hyped up to be? Not on Eastern’s
campus, it seems.
Many studies are describing how
the media is contributing to the college student’s idea of how a spring
break vacation should be done. They
include alcohol, drugs, blacking out,
unprotected sex and a week full of
regrets. Turn on the latest movie release titled “Spring Breakers,” and
the culture is easily portrayed.
Media coverage is feeding into the
popular idea that college students are
reaching new levels of self-indulgence
and risky behavior during spring break
excursions, according to research on
Science Daily, a research news site.
The media influences students

consistently through TV and ads during the months of March and April to
dwell into the spring break culture
by spending their college savings, or
in some cases their parents money,
on extravagant trips to unforeseen
beaches or different states. College
students see this as a second Christmas getaway, yet saving their money
for future classes and summer seems
like the best option.
The researchers concluded that
scholars are divided on whether
college students increase extreme
behaviors during spring break. In
addition, activities at most vacation destinations may not differ
significantly from typical weekend behavior on college campuses,
such as going to house parties or
even visiting family.
According to Nuno Ribeiro, a researcher on the subject who focused
his doctoral work on spring break
culture, while some studies show substance abuse and promiscuity increase
during spring break vacations, other
reports prove there is minimal change
between behaviors on spring break
and on college campuses.
Cody Brockman, a senior at EWU,
plans on relaxing at home over the
break. He is going to hang out with
friends and play some sports.
“I know we’ll drink because that’s

all we ever do,” Brockman said, laughing. “We’re terrible people.”
Since the surveys were self-reporting, the student’s perception of their
behavior over spring break vacations
could have been skewed. Studies that
focus on specific party spots may also
over-emphasize the amount of self-indulgence, according to the researchers.
Ribeiro said that a lot of research on the
spring break media-produced culture
ignores alternative trips such as mission
work and study-abroad programs.
The experiences students have
on spring break also vary throughout the years. Risky behaviors seem
to peak for college freshman as they
experiment with drugs, alcohol and
sex. It tend’s to then decrease as students find their limits in future years.
According to the research, however, the behaviors show a significant
rise in the last year of school, which
Ribeiro calls “the last hurrah effect.”
With the amount of pressure the
media portrays to college students to
go all out for their spring break vacation, many of them just do not care. I
know I certainly don’t.
Brockman claims he feels no pressure in having a fun spring break.
“I think fun is just what you make
of it,” said Brockman. “Other people
can’t tell you what’s fun. You’ve just
got to live your life.”
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Easterner Asks
“Who do you think will
win the Super Bowl?”
“The Seahawks ...
because they
have the best
corner in the
league.”
Andre Lino

“The Broncos
because
offense wins
championships.”
William Lopez

“The Seahawks
because Russell
Wilson is a good
person.”
Joe Miles

“The Seahawks.”
Janet Zuriel

Question for next week:

“How would you handle noisy neighbors?”

Develop a craving for Craven’s coffee
By Elsa Schmitz

opinion editor
easterner.opinion@gmail.com

Finding
a good cup
of joe on the
EWU campus is about
as hard as
finding
a
needle in the
haystack.
Schmitz
I’ve gotten coffee
from every coffee stand on
campus, searching for that
perfect hot mocha on a cold
winter day or a refreshing iced
coffee when it’s hot enough
to fry eggs on my car’s dash.
I like my coffee sweet, and
finding a place that mixes everything just so is hard to find.
Thankfully, there are lots
of options open to students
at EWU. On campus, there
are shops that house Thomas Hammer coffee, Craven’s
coffee, Oregon Chai and
Starbucks-owned coffee, including Starbucks and Seattle’s Best coffees.
Most of the coffee available to students is owned
by the global chain, Starbucks. However, Thomas
Hammer, Craven’s coffee
and Oregon Chai are local

or small-business owned
coffees. While I admit that
Starbucks is convenient, it
is important to remember
that there are local options
that we, as a community,
should be supporting.
Not only are these alternatives local, but they happen to serve delicious coffee
and treats as well. Thomas
Hammer, for instance, is
based out of Spokane. This
company serves wonderful
coffee and attempts to purchase most of their products
in the Pacific Northwest.
Why is this important
my fellow coffee mates?
Supporting local businesses
will help our local economy. You have every right to
purchase other goods from
Starbucks and other global or national chains, but
think of the small businesses every once in a while.
A little support can go a
long way in revitalizing the
Cheney and Spokane economies. Especially if the businesses you frequent attempt to purchase most of their products
from the surrounding areas.
So next time you feel that
craving for a venti white mocha with hazelnut, think of the
underdogs before heading to
the local Starbucks.

Illustration by Elsa Schmitz
The coffee options on campus for students range from corporate to local, but supporting a local chain can help boost the economy.
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By Amye Ellsworth

managing editor
easterner.me@gmail.com

Jan. 19

Jan. 23

The university police assisted the Cheney
Police Department with a domestic violence
situation, which resulted in an arrest of the
male involved in the dispute.

A female resident of Snyamncut Hall reported
a lost iPhone 5 after returning to her dorm
from a basketball game at Reese Court. The
student used a friend’s phone to track her
iPhone and discovered it was at the Grove
apartments. However, the stolen phone was
turned off before the victim could discover
where. The iPhone is white and in a black
leather case with studs.

Theft

Domestic violence

Jan. 21
Narcotics

A CA noticed an odor of marijuana coming
from the fourth floor of Snyamncut Hall.
Police found less than 40 grams of marijuana
and a glass pipe that had been used. The male
student was under 21 years of age, so he was
cited as a minor in possession and released.

Jan. 22

Malicious mischief

A parking meter in Lot 2 was broken into,
but no money was stolen from the meter. An
estimated $70 worth of damage was done to
the meter. There are no suspects at this time.

Jan. 23

Concerned CA

A CA contacted university police after
discovering a resident was submitting
concerning Twitter posts about drugs, hate
crimes and shootings. The CA worried about
the safety of the resident. After talking to
police, the student said he was trying to raise
awareness about the issues going on in the
world.

Jan. 23

Narcotics

A CA in LA Hall noticed an odor of
marijuana from the third floor. Police found
six students in the room. No drugs were
found, but alcohol was disposed of. The
students were referred to Student Rights and
Responsibilities.

Jan. 24

Malicious mischief

A stall door was torn off its hinges in the
first floor bathroom of Senior Hall. This is
a repeated occurrence, but police have no
suspects at this time.

Jan. 24

Illustration by Jasmine Kemp

The word “Boo” was spray painted in red paint at the entrance to Lot 13. Police found no
evidence and have no suspects.

Jan. 25

Jan. 26

Police responded to an intoxication and
emergency medical situation call in Pearce
Hall. A female student was intoxicated and
having a seizure. She was unresponsive and
taken to Deaconess Hospital.

Police responded to a marijuana call on the
fifth floor of Dressler Hall. The male occupant
said he had been smoking earlier but not
inside the room. Police found and disposed of
alcohol bottles, but no drugs were found. The
student was referred to Student Rights and
Responsibilities.

Intoxication

Possession

A student was cited and released as a minor
in possession of marijuana in Dressler Hall.

Tip of the Week

Jan. 25

Jan. 23

Intoxication

Malicious mischief

The word “Boo” was spray painted
in red paint at the entrance to Lot
13. Police found no evidence and
have no suspects.

A female student in Snyamncut Hall was
found intoxicated and unresponsive in her
room. She was transferred to Deaconess
Hospital.

Remember that whatever is posted on social media websites
can be seen by anyone. Do not post anything that you would
not want everyone to see and scrutinize.
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The Cheney City Council met on Jan. 14 to discuss
the conditional use permits
application by Cheney Hydroponics for marijuana
production and processing. They also heard the
views of Youngs and other
Cheney residents on producing and processing cannabis within the city limits.
According to an article
in the Jan. 16 issue of the
Cheney Free Press, some residents believe that marijuana
ruins lives and should not be a
business in Cheney, while others think it is better that marijuana come from a regulated
business rather than off the
street.
Commander
Richard
Campbell of the Cheney
Police Department would

like to remind students
that they must be 21 years
of age in order to have marijuana and “the university is
still a zero tolerance zone.”
The federal government
is waiting to see how the
state decides to regulate
the sale and use of marijuana, and so far it has no
plans to intervene, Campbell said. However, there
is still, “a potential for federal involvement.”
The Cheney City Council held a special meeting
Jan. 27 to discuss options for
amending the current city
ordinance governing zoning
and land use for the production, processing and sale of
marijuana. According to attorney Stanley Schwartz, that
ordinance allows conditional
permits for producers to locate in the light industrial
and business district zones,
and a maximum of two

marijuana retailers within
Cheney city limits, which
may be located in general
commercial zones.
According to the meeting agenda, three options
facing the council include:
taking no action and leaving
the current ordinance in place,
modifying the existing ordinance, or repealing the existing
ordinance and issuing a moratorium, which would freeze
current applications for land
development for marijuana
production and retail, and give
the council an extended period to draft an entirely new
ordinance.
If the council votes in
favor of a moratorium, it
would have six months to
come up with an ordinance
to replace the current one.
However, if the council
provides the state with a
work plan, the moratorium
could last as long as a year.
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Corrections for Issue 13:
Erika Meyer’s article “Volleyball team gains two new transfer students” was cut off in
the print version, but the article can be viewed in its entirety at easterneronline.com.
The Buddhism club was described as a psychology club, but it is actually a Buddhist
philosophy club.
In Easterner Asks, Kyle Wyre’s name was incorrectly spelled as Kyle Wire.
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Track and field competitors
qualify for championships
By Erika Meyer

staff writer
erikan.meyer@gmail.com

Photo by Karissa Berg
Robert Dula lobs the ball during practice.

EWU men’s tennis
opens winter season
By Ashlee Coffey

staff writer
ashlee.coffey@yahoo.com

Over a nine-day span, men’s tennis won
four of their first five games and opened their
winter season in a big way.
In the first of their five game series, played
in Oregon, the Eagles beat Willamette, 6-0.
Freshman Robert Dula played well for the
Eagles, defeating Willamette’s Sam Wexman,
6-1 in the first set and then 6-0 in the second set.
EWU played again on the road for the
second game of the series against Oregon,
where they came up with their first win for
the season.
Sophomore Eduardo Bringold managed
to come away with an individual win in this
match, where he defeated Wil Cochrane of
Portland State, 6-3 and 6-4.
Others who nabbed individual wins for this
match include freshman Wacil Bendjelti, freshman Dula and freshman Matt Boyle.
The Eagles picked up their second win in
their third game in three days against Portland
State on Jan. 18. They defeated Portland, 5-2.
”The guys competed well on the road and
played with some great intensity,” head coach
Darren Haworth said.
Finally at home for their fourth game of the
season on Jan. 23, the Eagles played Seattle and
defeated them, 4-3.
“I feel like we were really confident before
the matches, making us play the best tennis
from each. We have a great atmosphere on the
team. We just need to be more focused on the
doubles matches,” sophomore Bringold said.
Playing at home in their fifth game in nine
days, Eastern picked up their second loss of the
season, with Idaho defeating the Eagles 7-0.
“I feel the team has done very well overall at the start of the season. We have shown
great team spirit and determination. We need
to be more focussed on the big points and not
get too nervous when the match is close. This
will improve the matches we play,” freshman
Boyle said.
The Eagles are now 3-2 overall. Eastern
will play at home on Feb. 1 against LewisClark State.

Do you tweet?

@EasternerOnline

With three meets until the
indoor Big Sky Championships, members of the EWU
track and field team have to
earn their way into the top 16.
“The conference will take
the top 16 athletes that have
qualified for their event,” said
men’s head coach Stan Kerr.
“You have to earn your pass in.”
To qualify for the
championships, there are
Big Sky standards to be met
with each event. In indoor
season, there are 19 events
taking place, unlike the
22 events in outdoor, and
everything is much shorter
distance for running.
“We’re
missing
some
of our stronger events in
indoors,” said women’s head
coach Marcia Mecklenburg.
“But indoors with the closed
atmosphere is super exciting.”
Back on Dec. 6 and 7, the
EWU track team hosted the
Candy Cane Invitational
and competed against Big
Sky opponent, the University of Montana.

During the meet, 11 Eagle athletes met conference
standards to qualify for the
Big Sky Championships
and three of them earned
two qualifications to hit 14
qualifying marks.
“The Candy Cane Invitational was definitely the
start of our season,” said
women’s senior runner Angelica Rodriguez. “We had
various athletes qualify for
the conference meet.”
Senior Jon Buchanan
is one of the athletes who
double qualified for the Big
Sky Championships during
the Candy Cane Invitational, qualifying for shot put
with a length of 54-5 1/4
and the weight throw with
a length of 58-10 1/4.
Junior Nick Stearns
double qualified for the
heptathlon, scoring 4,729
points, and for the pole
vault, with a height of 159. Junior Phil Puccino also
double qualified with the
high jump with a height of
6-8 and triple jump with a
length of 46-1 1/2.
Since the Candy Cane Invitational did not hold all the

events, the meet at the University of Washington was
the first full meet where all
the events took place. Two
athletes qualified for the
championships at UW.
Freshman Paula GilEchevarria ran a mile time
of 4:59.48 to qualify for the
Big Sky Championships and
earning the third best time in
school history.
Junior Morena Mannucci
also qualified with a distance
leap of 37-10 in the triple jump.
“It was a good meet for all
the new athletes to gain experience through,” said Mecklenburg. “They have their first
road trip under their belt and
we can build from that.”
Two more members qualified for the Big Sky Championships at the Idaho Collegiate Invite in Moscow, Idaho.
Shaun Lemafa qualified
for the weight throw with a
toss of 56-4.
Emma Murillo had a
mark of 55-2 in the weight
throw to meet the standard
and send her to the Big Sky
Championship meet.
With Murillo and Lemafa’s
marks, Eastern now has

six qualifiers in the weight
throw, with three on both the
men’s and women’s teams.
“We have a great crew
of weight-throwers this season,” said Mecklenburg.
“Each week a different athlete steps up and does well
and this week it was [Emma
Murillo’s] time.”
Eastern competed in
the 4x400 relay for the first
time this season.
Both men and women
picked up wins, with the
men running 3:16.35 and
the women with 3:55.67. The
women’s time ranks tenth
in school history, while the
men’s time ranks eleventh.
“Our 4x400 relays ran
great times for it being this
early in the season,” said
Mecklenburg. “I am excited to see what they can do
as we get closer to the conference meet.”
The Eagles now have 18
Big Sky qualifying marks on
the season, with 11 for the men
and seven for the women.
Eastern will travel to
Boise State University on
Jan. 31 and Feb. 1 for the Ed
Jacoby Invitational.

Athlete vaults from Venezuela
By Erika Meyer

staff writer
erikan.meyer@gmail.com

From Venezuela to the U.S., as well as
going from gymnastics into pole vaulting,
senior Keisa Monterola has endured it all.
From the age of four, Monterola
started out as an avid gymnast. At 12
years old, Monterola developed a passion for pole vaulting after enduring
an injury and not having a gymnastics
coach, which made her want to look for
something different.
“A Russian coach would come around
the gym to look for athletes and recruit
for pole vaulting, and he talked to me
once, but I had no idea what pole vaulting was at the time,” said Monterola.
After injuring herself and taking time
to step away from gymnastics, Monterola retired from gymnastics. Two weeks
after, she looked into pole vaulting
“I didn’t know much about track
and field at all,” said Monterola,
laughing. “I only knew about running
events and that was it.”
She practiced pole vaulting with a
Russian coach named Alexander. At the
time, out of 15 athletes, Monterola was
the youngest at age 12.
“Starting out I was good ... and I
stuck with it,” said Monterola. “I fell in
love. … It was something different.”
Monterola came to the United States in
spring 2009 to compete in pole vaulting.
“I was looking for a coach and wanted to study abroad,” said Monterola. “I
had offers from different universities,
but it never really went through because
I didn’t really speak English, and I didn’t
know how to make the connections.”
According to Monterola, one of her
friends Ricardo Diaz from Venezuela, who
studied in the U.S. and was a pole vaulter,
helped her make contacts with coaches.
The first stop was a full-ride scholarship
offer at the University of Washington.
“I trained for about three months
and studied English at the same time,”
said Monterola. “But they required me
to take the SATs, and I took it two days
after I arrived so my English wasn’t very
good. I didn’t know what I was doing
and of course I didn’t do well on it.”
Due to SAT scores and not speaking
English well, Monterola did not get accepted into UW.
After training at UW, Monterola ended
up going back to Venezuela for a year and
studying more English. Before she knew
it, she got into contact with the coach from
Clackamas Community College.
“I went back and took a nine-month
intensive English program,” said Monterola. “Then I was on the track team for
Clackamas Community College.”
During her time at Clackamas Community College, Monterola placed first
in pole vaulting at the Northwest Athletic Association of Community Colleges Championships. She had a personal best with a height of 14-2 1/2.
She also placed first in the long jump
with a mark of 18 1/2.
In the 2010 season, Monterola redshirted and competed in the Central American
and Caribbean games where she set the
games record with a mark of 13-9 1/4.

Senior Keisha Monterola came to the U.S. to compete in pole vaulting.

After she was done at Clackamas
Community College, Monterola started
to look at other colleges but was having
a tough time.
“At my age, it was getting a little complicated for me because of eligibility–
wise, not a lot of universities were not
interested because they didn’t know how
much time I had left,” said Monterola.
In the fall of 2011, Monterola transferred to Eastern. This was her first
opportunity to compete on a full-ride
scholarship in Division I.
“I knew some of the coaches down
at Clackamas,” said pole vaulting coach
Eric Allison. “The coaches brought her
up here with a visit. She liked it.”
During the 2011-2012 indoor season,
Monterola broke the Eastern school record and Big Sky Conference indoor record in the pole vault with a jump of 14-4
at the UW Invitational. This mark automatically qualified her for the NCAA
Championships, where she placed fifth
overall with a mark of 14-1 1/4.
She won the Big Sky title in the pole
vault with a height of 14-2, winning by
over a foot and earning her the women’s
Most Outstanding Athlete of the Meet
award at the Big Sky Championships.
Monterola also competed in the long
jump at the indoor championships, placing fourth overall with a jump of 18-3 to
rank ninth all time at Eastern.
For the 2011-2012 outdoor season,
Monterola won the pole vault at the
BSC Outdoor Championships with a
jump of 13-7 1/4.
In 2012, as she qualified for NCAA
Division I National Championships,
Monterola had to withdraw and go back
to Venezuela due to a family emergency. She was unable to meet the Olympic
standard by an inch.
“After that, it was really rough and I
had to come back right away because of
finals,” said Monterola. “A lot of people
thought I wasn’t going to come back,

Photo by Karissa Berg

but I did because I wanted to do it for
my parents and my brother.”
Monterola cleared three heights in
the pole vault during the indoor season,
with her best mark of 12-10 1/4. She was
unable to defend her indoor title in the
pole vault at the Big Sky Indoor Championships. Monterola also competed
in the long jump as she hit her longest
mark of 17-4 3/4.
For the outdoor season, Monterola defended her title at the Big Sky Championships, clearing the bar at 13-3 1/2. She then
competed at the NCAA West Preliminary
Rounds but failed to clear a height.
“She has done really well here,” said
Allison. “She has broken school records
indoor and outdoor. She has a good career, won conference three time out of
four. Two years ago, we missed going to
the Olympics by an inch.”
Monterola, now 25 years old, is competing in her last indoor season. She has
already qualified for the Big Sky Conference Championship during the Candy
Cane Invitational at Eastern on Dec. 6.
“So far she has jumped 13-5,” said
Allison. “She sits 14th in the nation
and they take the top 16 for nationals.
She is at an OK mark right now, but
expect her to have a higher mark to
qualify for nationals.”
She is still a part of the Venezuelan
national team, and according to Allison,
Monterola will be gone for a few days at
the end of January to compete in the Venezuela national meet.
Entering her last quarter, Monterola
plans to walk at graduation in June to
experience a ceremony after she was unable to walk at her high school graduation in 2006.
“I wasn’t able to experience my high
school graduation,” said Monterola.
“During the time, I was competing in
a meet in Canada for my [Venezuelan]
team. So I am really excited to graduate
and walk in June.”
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Sports Bulletin

Top three women scorers
sink baskets on the court
By Elohino Theodore

Track and Field

staff writer
theodoreelohino@gmail.com

Shaun Lemafa and Emma Murillo
joined 16 of their teammates in qualifying for the Big Sky Championships.
Both Lemafa and Murillo compete in
the weight throw. Athletes will have
another chance to earn qualify marks
at the Ed Jacoby Invitational on Jan. 31
to Feb. 1 in Boise, Idaho. The Big Sky
Championships are Feb. 27 to March 1
in Pocatello, Idaho.

Men’s Basketball
The team increased their home
winning percentage to 6-1 after a win
against Southern Utah on Jan. 23. Now
the men will travel to Portland State
on Jan. 27 before returning home for a
game against North Dakota on Jan. 30
at 6:05 p.m.

Women’s Basketball
The women’s team are currently
ranked third in the Big Sky Conference.
As they travel to North Dakota on Jan.
30, the women seek further ascension
toward the top of the conference. A win
would secure head coach Wendy Schuller’s 170th career win at EWU.

Women’s tennis
To start off their new season, the
women went 1-1 in Oregon. They defeated S.C. Upstate 5-2, but fell to Oregon 7-0. The women will next compete
at Gonzaga on Jan. 31 at 5 p.m.

Men’s tennis
Returning from a loss to Idaho on
Jan. 25, the men’s tennis team will host
Lewis-Clark State on Feb. 1 at 11 a.m.

The top three scorers for the Eastern women’s basketball team have
one thing in common: They score in
more than one way.
According to Basketball HQ
writer Kyle Ohman, a former college
basketball player from Liberty University, to be a great offensive athlete, versatility is the key.
Ohman states that every athlete
obviously has strengths and weaknesses, but the goal is to work on
weaknesses in order to add more
skills. Ohman explains in basketball,
to be an effective offensive athlete,
players cannot only limit themselves
to scoring in one way.
The EWU women’s basketball
team currently has three athletes who
have versatile scoring abilities due to
the points they are averaging this season. Junior guard Lexie Nelson is currently averaging 17.8 points per game.
Nelson is also currently shooting 50.3
percent in field goals this season and
47.2 percent behind the 3-point line.
As a skilled offensive player, Nelson understands tactics the team
does in order to get easy baskets. “We
move the ball well. [Teammates] get
me good looks, so I just knock them
down,” Nelson said.
Before this season began, Nelson
made sure to work on her game in order
to become a better athlete on the court.
“I made sure this summer I worked
hard and tried to improve my skills. I
think my shooting has improved well,
my teammates, they get me open, they
get me those shots,” Nelson said.
The second current leading scorer
on the team this season is sophomore
guard Hayley Hodgins. She is averaging 13.5 points per games, with shooting 45.1 percent in field goals and 45.8
percent in 3-pointers.
According to Hodgins, she has
a few moves she likes to use on the
court to get herself going offensively.
“If I can’t shoot the three, I like the
one dribble pull up. I just kind of
added that this year and just keep
trying to build on it,” Hodgins said.
The pull-up jump shot in basketball
is a good weapon to use, especially in
close game situations because of how
difficult it is to guard. Hodgins added
this jump shot to her skillset. “Definitely
just shooting is one of my strengths. But,
I think I kind of added a pull-up game to
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my game this year and I think that [has]
really helped me get more shots than just
threes,” Hodgins said.
She mentions that attending Eastern
improved her offensive game because
other teams try to prepare for what she
likes to do offensively. “Coming here
I just had to learn to score in different
ways because [other teams do] scout,”
Hodgins said.
The third leading scorer on the team
is 6’2” senior center Laura Hughes. She
is currently averaging 14.9 points per
game, shooting 58.3 percent in field goals.
Hughes explains that she plays hard in
the post in order to get good shots. Another way that she gets easy baskets is

that teammates are constantly looking
to find her under the hoop.
This season, Hughes has had multiple games where she played well
offensively; a few games stand out
to her. “I would say against SMU or
[our] last game against [Sacramento]
State are probably my best ones,”
Hughes said. She scored a point total
of 38 points in both games.
Together all three Eagles are averaging a combined 46.2 points per
game. Nelson is currently shooting
88.4 percent for free throws. Hodgins
is shooting 87.0 percent at the foul
line, while Hughes is averaging 71.4
percent behind the foul line.

EWU strikes at the local lanes
The bowling club is looking to start a bowling league in Cheney

By Elohino Theodore

staff writer
theodoreelohino@gmail.com

The bowling club is looking
to make their mark as a club
sport in 2014.
According to club President
Danielle Terrell, the members
enjoy each others company
while bowling. They are also
working on scheduling events
to compete in to give something new for bowlers. “Right
now it’s kind of for fun, but
we’re starting our own league,
so we’re [going] to try to get
more competitive,” Terrell said.
Club treasurer Kyle Cavelti
states in the future there will be
new plans for a bowling league
at EWU for students and faculty.
“That would be a way for students who might not want to be
committed to the club itself to just
come out and be a part of a league
instead,” Cavelti said.
Last November, Cavelti met
with Spokane County USBC
board member Tawna Titchenal.
He received paperwork to create a league within the Spokane
County USBC. Cavelti is also
getting help on how to manage
a bowling league from friends
who are Cheney Lanes employees. He has also been communicating with Cheney Lanes owner Brad Barsness for approval
to use their facility.

According to Cavelti, the
league would probably attract
people who want to bowl competitively, therefore encouraging
more people to join the club if
they have not heard about it already. The bowling club is working to establish a league in March
until the end of the year.
Cavelti said this idea is more
of a test to see if this can be done
for the following year as well. “If
it works out well, then we definitely [will] have [the league]
again, I think,” Cavelti said. He
also mentions that this is a good
way for the bowling club to be
recognized on campus
Cavelti elaborates on what
needs to happen in order to get
bowling competitions started for
the club. “As far as events are going, we have a limited number of
people that we can work with,”
Cavelti said. There is a lack of rival competition that is willing to
compete with the club.
The EWU bowling club currently has eight regular members who meet at Cheney Lanes.
“Once a week on Sundays, we
get together, and we bowl three
games. [We] try to work on our
personal best scores,” Terrell said.
While the team practices are
light and fun, they can get a little
tedious. “Regular practices are
pretty casual,” club secretary
Maddie Cattle said. “We have
three games, and we just bowl
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Kyle Cavelti prepares to practices
his swing.
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The bowling club practices in hopes of a new bowling league at EWU.

through it, and that kind of gets
boring after a while so we like
to have a crazy round where we
just do trick shots.”
Cavelti also mentions that
Cheney Lanes provides the
club with equipment during
practice. They get a club discount when using the equipment for practice.
“It makes it a lot easier for
students to come by and pay
their own little money or they
have [EagleFlex]. Rosa’s Pizza
and Cheney Lanes are in one
building so they both take [EagleFlex] for students, so it gives

them more of a reason to bowl
with us,” Cavelti said.
Terrell explains that the club
chemistry has been going well
and everyone has been interacting in a positive manner. “Every time we get together, we’re
all very helpful in trying to see
what else we can do to improve
our scores,” Terrell said.
Cattle and Cavelti explain the
challenge with trying to convince
people that bowling is more than
just an activity. “It’s a sport [because] I’ve been trying to get strikes
for forever. It takes a lot of skill to
be able to learn,” Cattle said.

“I think anything that requires a skill is a sport, everyone has their own opinions on
things. Anything that anyone
says, I’m not worried about
what other people think of
bowling,” Cavelti said.
Terrel and Cattle agree that
bowling club is fun and the
members build friendships.
“It’s just to have fun, meet new
people and have a good time,”
Cattle said. “[It’s] to be able to
do something that’s not an everyday kind of sport, and you get
to experience different kinds of
friendships,” Terrell said.

